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THE VISION OF THE BRIDE 
Pastor Jim Dunn 

(With huge indebtedness to David Schmitt’s sermon series, Voices from the Edge, pp. 5-14)  

 

Revelation 21:1-3 

The New Heaven and the New Earth 

21 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth 

had passed away, and the sea was no more. 2 And I saw the holy city, new 

Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for 

her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling 

place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and 

God himself will be with them as their God.

 

 

It was called a vision of what a city could be and ought to be. It was nicknamed 

“White City.” All of its buildings had been painted the same soft white. By night it was lit 

up with the white light of 200,000 incandescent light bulbs. As many as 800,000 people 

could be found roaming its streets, but it wasn’t really a city. It was the Chicago 

World’s Fair of 1893. From May to October of that year people could look up in the 

skies of South Chicago and see the fair’s magnificent white buildings with their Greek 

and Roman architecture, the first Ferris Wheel which stood taller than the crown of the 

Statute of Liberty, and, of course, all of those lights. The lamps that laced every 

building and walkway produced the most elaborate demonstration of electric 

illumination ever attempted. Commenting on the fair lit up at night, one woman said 

“it was like getting a sudden vision of heaven.” Others said that the fair was so perfect 

in its grace and beauty that most visitors dressed as if they were going to church. One 

visitor said, “Everyone about us moved softly and spoke gently. No one seemed 

hurried or impatient.”  

 

DECEMBER 2, 2012 

1ST SUNDAY IN ADVENT 



 
2 

An impact on how those visitors behaved was made by what they saw in the sky.  

Isn’t that the idea behind this vision? In the last part of the Revelation, John looked up 

in the sky. At something the Lord was causing to come down out of heaven. What did 

John see? The Holy City, the New Jerusalem. Prepared as a bride beautifully dressed 

for her husband. The Holy City in this vision is the Bride, the Church, dressed in glory, 

robed in white, as she will appear when Jesus, her Bridegroom, returns. As in the case 

of the World’s Fair of 1893, what John was seeing was not a city. A few verses further 

down we’re told that one of the angels invited John to go with him to a better 

vantage point for seeing this vision, to a mountain great and high: “Come, I will show 

you the bride, the wife of the Lamb.” “And he carried me away,” John says, “and 

showed me the Holy City, Jerusalem coming down out of heaven.” This vision in the sky 

was given to John and us in order to make an impact on how we behave, showing us, 

reminding us that we are the Bride of Christ so that we may behave as the Bride of 

Christ – because we forget who we are.  

 

Most of the time when we look up in the sky, what do we see? Many times we see 

billboards advertising the pleasures of life. Billboards invite us to live as consumers, to 

turn away from service to others and toward the desires of self. Leading not only to 

self-gratification but also to seeing God as only a resource for self-help. Within the 

church this focus on self becomes self-survival and self-preservation. When the church 

turns its focus away from service and toward survival and self-preservation, then the 

church is forgetting who she is. 

 

This may have been a problem for John. When we read the letters to the seven 

churches in chapters 2 and 3 of Revelation, we can’t help but wonder how their 

struggles were affecting John. John had pastored the church in the city of Ephesus, 

yet he probably had intimate knowledge of all seven churches, since they were fairly 

close to one another. But now he, the last apostle, was in exile on the island of Patmos, 

while on the mainland some of the seven churches were abandoning their first love. 

Others were listening to false teaching. Some had fallen into sexual immorality. Others 

had fallen into idleness. They were lukewarm. God was about to vomit them out of His 

mouth.  
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John may have been gripped by the same thought that puts the church of today in 

survival and self-preservation mode: The church is dying. What can we do to save the 

church? It’s like something out of a reality TV show in which the bride-to-be has a 

meltdown over trying to save some part of the wedding plans that has gone wrong. 

 

Isn’t that why the Lord gave John and us this vision and not just of the Bride but also of 

the Bridegroom? The Bride is no Bride without her Groom. So, “behold, the dwelling of 

God is with men, and He will live with them. They will be His people, and God Himself 

will be with them and be their God.” God is dwelling with us, His people. We can’t see 

this yet in the way that we will when the Bridegroom returns in all of His glory. But 

remember the promise: “Lo, I am with you always.” “He has promised to spend all of 

time and eternity with you for better, for worse, for richer, for poorer, in sickness and in 

health, forsaking all others, even laying His life down for you.” (Schmitt) Though in these 

worse times we try to leverage Him for our self-help, survival, self-preservation, “though 

we struggle against Him, though we kill our Bridegroom, God loves us. He comes, He 

dies, and in that murder is the mystery of this marriage. You are a Bride, a drop dead 

gorgeous Bride, because Jesus died for you.” (Schmitt) 

 

Nothing we can ever do can make us a lively, desirable Bride. Wedding cake, 

wedding dress, wedding flowers don’t make you a bride. “What makes you a bride is 

that some fool loves you and promises to be with you for the rest of his life. You stand 

here today for that reason. You are beautiful in Christ’s Baptism, dressed in the 

righteousness of Christ Himself, glowing in His grace. You can’t yet fully see your beauty 

and glory as the Bride of Christ.” (Schmitt) In the words of the hymn writer, sometimes 

all you see is the church “sore oppressed.” But until the Bridegroom returns you have 

this vision in Revelation to help you remember you are the Bride of Christ. “A pastor 

went to visit one of his members in the nursing home, a lady named Lola. It was a 

Saturday afternoon in South Chicago in a typical nursing home with linoleum floors 

and antiseptic smells. It was a place where people go to die.  

 

The pastor was sitting at Lola’s bedside when they heard a huge commotion out in the 

hall. The pastor went to look and saw a gorgeous bride and her groom walking 

through the hall of the nursing home. She was wearing a beautiful wedding dress. They 

were going to visit her grandmother who couldn’t come to the wedding so on the 
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way to the reception they brought the wedding to her. When the pastor shared all of 

this with Lola, their conversation changed. Lola shared memories of her wedding day. 

It had been nothing fancy. No fancy dress or service. It had been during the war. Her 

fiancé was home on furlough, and all they had was a simple civil service before a 

justice of the peace. But for that moment, in that place of dying, Lola remembered 

who she was. She was a bride.” (Schmitt) 

 

That is the purpose of this vision! Amid our thoughts of the church dying, this vision 

reminds us of who we are. The beautiful Bride of Christ. So we will behave as the Bride 

of Christ. Doing not in order to survive but in order to serve – as our Bridegroom came 

not to be served but to serve. (Mark 10:45)  

 

Always asking ourselves about the things we do.  Asking how will this serve others? 

Trusting that our service will enable others to catch a glimpse of that vision – a glimpse 

of the gorgeous Bride of Christ, as she really is what I caught not long ago.  

 

I witnessed some Christian women lovingly applying lotion to the body of a dying 

loved one as he lay on his deathbed. In those places and situations where you serve, 

through your service, others will catch a glimpse of the Bride of Christ as she really is. 

They too will catch a glimpse of that vision – that vision John saw in the sky, the vision 

of the Bride, the vision that reminds us of who we are, impacting how we behave. 

 

AMEN 


